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a community magazine and business directory
for residents of wythall & hollywood

www.wythalldirectory.com delivered FREE to 4500 homes

the

WWW.MELVYNDANES.CO.UK

HAPPY
EASTER

Get moving this Easter
with Melvyn Danes
Call now for a FREE valuation

01564 826555
321 Alcester Road, Wythall B47 5HJ

Useful Services

Call now for a free valuation 01564 826555

Selling your

castle this 

Summer?

For a free valuation call
01564 826555
www.melvyndanes.co.uk



www.melvyndanes.co.uk
ESTABLISHED 1990

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555
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CHESTERWOOD, HOLLYWOOD

BRANDWOOD CRESCENT, KINGS NORTON
A modern three bedroom semi detached  
house in this popular & convenient location, 
comprising; driveway, hallway, lounge, guest cloaks 
w.c., modern kitchen diner, modern bathroom, 
master bedroom with en suite, two further 
bedrooms, front and rear gardens.

BRANDWOOD CRESCENT, KINGS NORTON

BURNHAM ROAD, WYTHALL

CHESTERWOOD, HOLLYWOOD 
A three bedroom link detached house in a quiet  
cul-de-sac in Hollywood requiring some 
redecoration & refurbishment. Comprising: front 
driveway, side garage, hallway, lounge, dining 
room, kitchen, conservatory, bathroom, three 
bedrooms, rear garden with no upward chain.

Offers Around £325,000

Offers Around £290,000Offers Around £260,000

Offers in excess of £400,000

SCHOOL DRIVE, WYTHALL
A well appointed three bedroom semi  
detached house requiring modernisation & 
refurbishment comprising; front driveway, 
porch, hallway, integral garage, lounge diner, 
bathroom with separate w.c., three bedrooms 
rear garden with no upward chain.

SCHOOL DRIVE, WYTHALL

BURNHAM ROAD, WYTHALL 
A modern three bedroom detached house built by 
Miller Homes to the Gregory design, comprising; 
hallway, guest cloaks w.c., large lounge, modern 
kitchen/diner, master bedroom with en-suite, 
two further bedrooms, bathroom, side walled 
garden, garage & driveway with no upward chain.



CHESTERWOOD, HOLLYWOOD

PoPular Monday & Tuesday SPecial iS Back

Bookings recommended

winner of best british bangladeshi business of the year 2020

MONSOON
Cafe . Dining . Lounge

any Starter, any Main Dish*, any Nan or Rice & Coffee/Mints**

*(fish, lamb Shank & king prawns £3.00 extra per dish) ** (plain coffee)

£13.90 PP

Tel: 01564 829 200 
73-75 May Lane, Hollywood,
Birmingham, B47 5PA

www.monsoon.restaurant 

Reserve Online
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

For those of you that aren’t jetting off overseas this 
Summer, there’s lots of great things happening locally 
– from folk festivals and beer festivals to popular
tribute acts and hit artists.

Check out the local event guide on page 
6 to see what takes your fancy. You’ll also 
find details of the ‘A Place in the Sun Live’ 
event in case moving abroad or having a 
second home in the sun is on your mind. 
Whether you’re staying locally or 
exploring Europe or further afield, this 
Summer, have a great month and 
make the most of the weather and 
the Summer holidays, while they last! 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

Holidays! 
Welcome to the August edition 
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ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM
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local events

Moseley Folk & 
Arts Festival             
2 September, Moseley Park  
A mix of traditional, 
contemporary and downright 
experimental folk and 
acoustic music, showcasing 
unsigned acts right next to 
well established international 
artists. This family-friendly event 
features activities for all ages. 
Tickets from www.skiddle.com

Calendar Girls 
The Musical               
8 – 11 September, Core 
Theatre Solihull   
Calendar Girls the Musical, 
written by Gary Barlow 
and Tim Firth, is the award-
winning musical based 
on the 2003 film Calendar 
girls which was based on a 
true story. Tickets from the 
Box Office: 0121 704 6962
 

A Place in the 
Sun Live         
23 – 25 September, NEC        
There will be a huge array of 
overseas property agents with 
thousands of properties 
to help you make your 
dream of owning abroad 
come true. The show also 
features a range of service 
companies who can provide 
expert advice on legal, tax, 
healthcare, financial, currency 
transfer and relocation 
matters. Tickets available 
at www.thenec.co.uk

 Shirley Beer 
Festival    
23-24 September, 
Shirley British Legion 
30+ Cask ales and ciders 
with live music. 12.00 noon 
to 11.00 pm both days. 
Entrance £10 includes 
souvenir glass, tasting notes 
and £5 worth of beer tokens.

Comedy Night         
10 September, Knowle 
Royal British Legion.      
Featuring some fantastic 
talent with headline act 
Danny Deegan. Danny is 
a comedian, writer and 
actor who has become 
a regular at most of the 
major comedy clubs in 
the UK since he began 
performing in 2003. Visit 
ticketsource.co.uk for tickets.   

Lada Gaga 
Tribute Night          
8 October, Knowle 
British Legion      

Charlotte Hopley has gained 
recognition for being the 
Best International ‘Lady 
Gaga Tribute’ around the 
world. This is an outstandingly 
memorable tribute show. 
Whether you’re ‘a little 
monster’ fan, or just enjoy 
her music, you will be 
thoroughly entertained by 
the theatrical show. Tickets 
from www.ticketsource.co.uk 

Free Radio 
Hits Live         
12 November, Resorts 
World Arena   
Free Radio Hits Live will be 
back in 2022 for another epic 
show featuring some of the 
biggest hits artist - all in one 
incredible night! Tickets from 
www.resortsworldarena.co.uk

community events



Open Monday to Friday 8.00 - 4.30 & Saturday 9.00 - 3.00 | Closed Sunday
Silver St. Wythall B47 6LZ Tel: 01564 826893 wythalllandscapecentre.co.uk 

                 Suppliers of quality landscaping materials

                      Come and view our superior displays

                     We can supply everything you need to 

                        create a stunning garden makeover

Open to 
trade and 

public

Delivery 
service 

available



WWW.GRANTJOHNSERVICES.CO.UK    G.SOUTHALLSERVICES@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

CALL 07974 226 558

AT THE 
FOREFRONT 
OF HEATING 
AND 
RENEWABLE 
SERVICES

GRANT SOUTHALL

Grant Smith Heating.indd   1Grant Smith Heating.indd   1 18/02/2020   11:0818/02/2020   11:08
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01527 831700
66 Birmingham Road, 

Bromsgrove.
B61 0DD 

01564 822001
100 Alcester Road,

Wythall. 
B47 5HA

01527 547777
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road, Redditch. 
B97 5JF

0121 445 3422
12A Red Lion Street,

Alvechurch. 
B48 7LF

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS
A family owned Funeral Directors, we provide a friendly, 

dignified service paying special attention to detail.

www.thomasbrothers.co.uk
A family concern

We are a 
Which?

Trusted Trader

We can SAVE your windows!

Replace the pane, not the frame

SAVE money, energy & time
All glazing backed by our

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

Local, friendly
engineer

Priority freephone

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE 

Your local trusted expert Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Untitled-1   1 30/09/2019   12:59
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Are you looking for an outdoor space 
you can enjoy all year round?

info@ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk
07411 619 228  -  0121 537 7273
www.ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk

Award winning design and build landscaping company

R &  A Garden Landscapes 

Let us create your dream garden. Whether you require a complete garden 
re-design and build project or wish to improve an area of your garden, 
we can come up with a solution for making your visions a reality.

• Patios & Paving
• Brickwork
• Decking
• Traditional & Artificial Turf

• Driveway Surfaces
• Water Features & Ponds
• Design Studio

  
 

WYTHALL HEATING 
SERVICES LTD

WE HAVE THE EXPERIENCE 
AND SKILLS TO COMPLETE EVERY 
JOB TO A VERY HIGH STANDARD

TEL: 01564 824350 
VISIT: WWW.WYTHALLHEATINGBIRMINGHAM.CO.UK

Family Business established in 1976. 
For all your Gas, Central Heating and 
Plumbing needs. From tap washers to 
full bathroom installations, boiler 
breakdowns to full system installations.  
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FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham

07718 620 226 
Email: info@jkellygardeningservices.co.uk

www.jkellygardeningservices.co.uk

• Fencing, sheds & shed removal
• Shed bases
• Hedge trimming
• Grass cutting
• Patio cleaning
• Turf laying
• Tree removal and pruning

• Firewood available
• Stump grinding
• Rubbish removal
• Garden clearance
• Driveways
• Brick walls
• General maintenance

J Kelly Gardening 
& Fencing Services 



Book Online at www.oaktreemortgages.com 
helen@oaktreemortgages.com 

01564 829 787
 
Issued by The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP T/A Oak Tree Mortgages, 
321 Alcester Road, Hollywood, Birmingham B47 SHJ 

The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. 
Oak Tree Mortgages are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate some aspects of buy to let mortgages. 
There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances, 
but we estimate this to be between £0 - £349 

Meet your local
Mortgage Advisor.

HELEN TAYLOR
Mortgage & Protection Advisor

I’ve been securing mortgages 
for my customers for over 22 years 
and can help with any mortgage 
advice and requirements you 
may need. 

The team at Oak Tree Mortgages and 
I offer a very hands-on and personal 
service with practical and honest 
advice. No mortgage requirements are 
too complicated for us – we can advise 
on mortgages for shift workers and the 
self-employed, mortgages for second 
homes, re-mortgaging for home 
improvements… or just a simple and 
straightforward mortgage! 

For residential mortgages, we don’t 
charge a broker fee unless the loan 
amount is below £100,000. We don't 
have ties to any specific lenders so you 
can be assured of the most suitable 
advice for your needs.

• First time mortgages
• Buy to let mortgages
• Advice on re-mortgaging
• Mortgages for home movers

Please get in touch with 
me for a free consultation 
to discuss your mortgage 
requirements.

YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
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I 
fell in love with Stand Up Paddleboarding 
(or SUP) last summer when the local 
marina offered SUP lessons. Before 
the end of the first lesson, I was 
hooked. SUP involves standing on a 

board while using a paddle to manoeuvre 
your way through the water. It’s a super-
fun way to explore local waterways 
and get some fresh air and exercise.

SUP is not difficult. We learned the basics 
in a day. There are more challenging 
forms of SUP, like SUP surfing and long-
distance SUP touring, but recreational 
paddleboarding is pretty easy.

Paddle boards come in a range of different 
shapes, lengths, widths, and sizes. The most 
common paddle board size is about 3.3m 
long and between 75cm-90cm wide. They are 
much bigger than your average surfboard! 
Beginners are best to look for an All-Around 
board...which is built for all water types, 
balancing speed, stability, and tracking. 

Inflatable paddle boards (or iSUPs) can be 
stored in a small space and easily transported 
then inflated when you’re ready to use them. 
Inflateable SUPs also float higher in the water, 
which is ideal for activities like SUP yoga (a 
real thing), and they are very durable

Hard SUPs are made of 
an EPS foam core wrapped 
in materials like epoxy, 
fibreglass, wood, carbon 
fibre, or plastic. They tend 
to be slightly faster than 
inflatable SUPs, so perform 
better for SUP surfing. But 
they are harder to store 
and transport because they’re so big.

Walk into the water to knee-deep, set the 
board on to the water’s surface. Place your 

paddle across your board, climb on and 
kneel on the board. Practice paddling on 
your knees until you feel comfortable. Move 
one foot at a time and place your feet in the 
place where your knees have been resting. 
Slowly rise from a squat, with your heels flat, 
and slide your hands onto your paddle. 

EXTRA EQUIPMENT
SUP Paddle - about 20-25cm 
taller than you are.
Paddle Leash - so your paddle can’t 
float away if you drop it or fall in.
SUP Leash - so your board can’t 
float away if you fall in!
PFD (Personal Flotation Device) - Safety first
Flashlight and Safety Whistle - If 
you plan to paddle in the dark.
Shoes - neoprene shoes will keep your 
feet warm in cooler weather and won’t 
damage the board. I prefer bare feet.
Dry Bag - take a towel and a 
phone at the minimum. 

Engage your core for stability. As soon as 
you stand up, make your first stroke with your 
paddle. This will help you build momentum 
and in turn, remain steadier. Stand with 

your feet parallel, hip-width 
apart, toes facing forward, 
and knees slightly bent. 
Wider boards are easier for 
a beginner to balance on. 

It’s possible to teach 
yourself the basics but it’s 
more fun to take a class 
with other beginners. There 

will almost certainly be one near you 
this summer. So, join the craze and get 
paddling. Don’t forget the sunscreen.

Stand Up for Fun
Try stand up paddleboarding this summer

Book Online at www.oaktreemortgages.com 
helen@oaktreemortgages.com 

01564 829 787
 
Issued by The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP T/A Oak Tree Mortgages, 
321 Alcester Road, Hollywood, Birmingham B47 SHJ 

The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. 
Oak Tree Mortgages are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate some aspects of buy to let mortgages. 
There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances, 
but we estimate this to be between £0 - £349 

Meet your local
Mortgage Advisor.

HELEN TAYLOR
Mortgage & Protection Advisor

I’ve been securing mortgages 
for my customers for over 22 years 
and can help with any mortgage 
advice and requirements you 
may need. 

The team at Oak Tree Mortgages and 
I offer a very hands-on and personal 
service with practical and honest 
advice. No mortgage requirements are 
too complicated for us – we can advise 
on mortgages for shift workers and the 
self-employed, mortgages for second 
homes, re-mortgaging for home 
improvements… or just a simple and 
straightforward mortgage! 

For residential mortgages, we don’t 
charge a broker fee unless the loan 
amount is below £100,000. We don't 
have ties to any specific lenders so you 
can be assured of the most suitable 
advice for your needs.

• First time mortgages
• Buy to let mortgages
• Advice on re-mortgaging
• Mortgages for home movers

Please get in touch with 
me for a free consultation 
to discuss your mortgage 
requirements.

YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
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From 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches 

inside your garage, maximising 
valuable space. Our expert local 

installers will fi t your new door and 
they’ll take away the old one too, 

so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up FREE of charge.

CALL US TODAY ON:

01564 340 046
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

*Off er valid for openings up to 2.4m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.
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Adele’s Foot Care 
Solutions

Qualified Foot Health 
Professional & Reflexologist

A WIDE RANGE OF FOOT 
TREATMENTS AVAILABLE 

Home visits and also offering 
Reflexology Sessions in a Relaxing 

Therapeutic Treatment Room 

Adele Smith 
MAFHP MCFHP MGHT

Tel: 01564 822926 
07802 987072

Carl Bishton
Carpenter & Joiner
All aspects of bespoke 
joinery supplied and fitted

All interior and 
exterior carpentry

Please call me to arrange
a quotation
Tel: 01564 822811
Mobile: 07810 373899
Email: c-bishton@sky.com

• Doors
• Window Frames
• Staircases
•  Cabinets, Bookcases 
 and much more

• Skirting, Architrave
• Loft Hatches
• Door Fitting
• Fitted Wardrobes
•  Complete kitchen supply &
 fitting service available
• Decking & garden buildings
 designed and fitted

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 07516 729156

» 5 year guarantee
» No upfront payment
» 100% satisfaction
» Competitive rates

» Outstanding workmanship

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

If you’d like a quote for your 
new driveway or patio please 

get in touch with us on 

www.drives4u.co.uk

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

�
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Leading UK Brands At Low Prices! 

FFRREEEE  
LLOOCCAALL  

DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  
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RREEMMOOVVAALL  
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OOPPEENN                
77  DDAAYYSS          
AA  WWEEEEKK  

 

T 01564 898118 
www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk 

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6AJ 

EEXXPPEERRTT  
AADDVVIICCEE  

LARGE SHOWROOM LOCATED AT BECKETTS FARM, WYTHALL 
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T he human body is made up 
primarily of water. Around 85% of 
the brain, 80% of blood and 70% of 

muscle is water. This is why maintaining 
our hydration levels is so important. 

During a single day, an average person 
loses around 2 - 4 litres of water through: 
urination 50%; sweating 34% and breathing 
14% and this needs to be replenished. 
Most of us do not drink enough water…
which includes tea, coffee, and squash.

Water flushes toxins from our body, 
cushions and lubricates our joints and 
carries oxygen and nutrients into our 
cells. Water also helps regulate our body 
temperature and assists digestion. 

With insufficient water our bodies 
start to dehydrate. Symptoms of 
mild dehydration include:

• Reduced alertness
• Reduced concentration
• Slower reaction times
• Tiredness
• Headaches
• Feelings of nausea
• Low blood pressure
• Constipation
• Dry skin

Dehydration even makes it harder to 
lose weight. Without enough water our 
bodies can’t metabolise the fat stored in 
cells as effectively, so the fat remains in the 
body. And water is also a natural appetite 
suppressant so drinking plenty of water 
keeps us feeling full and less likely to eat.

So as the title says, water works!

Water Works

answers on page 32







SecureSt  reH  me

0121 663 6277 | 07368 508936 
www.homesecurestore.co.uk

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

Call for a free quote or advice

• Approved suppliers of Ultion and Apecs 3 
Star anti snap locks

• Repair/Supply and fi t of windows and 
doors – Certass Approved

• Misted Glass replacement

• Repair/Supply and fi t of all types of 
Garage doors

• Key cutting including high security

We are 
a local 
business 
supporting 
Wythall & 
Hollywood.

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

high security

2 4  H O U R  L O C K S M I T H  S E R V I C E S

Home-Secure-Store-Directory-Ad-22.indd   1Home-Secure-Store-Directory-Ad-22.indd   1 27/04/2022   15:2627/04/2022   15:26



HL_New A5 Ad.pdf   2   28/04/21   4:28 PM
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competition time

Win 2 tickets to see  
Jack Absolute Flies Again 

at Solihull’s Core Theatre 
on Thursday 6th October 7pm 

COMPETITION

For your chance to win these tickets, 
sign up to the Wythall Directory 
monthly e-newsletter at www.
wythalldirectory.com and the 
winner will be drawn at random.

Closing date for entries is 
1st September 2022.      

The winner will be notified by email after this 
date. Please note there is no cash value nor 
exchange for this prize so please don’t enter 
if you cannot attend the date shown above.

Enjoy the Encore screening of the National 
Theatre Live production of Jack Absolute 
Flies Again on the big screen at The Core 
Theatre Solihull. A rollicking new comedy by 
Richard Bean (One Man, Two Guvnors) and 
Oliver Chris (Twelfth Night) this features a cast 
including Caroline Quentin and Kelvin Fletcher. 
It’s July 1940. After an aerial dog fight, Pilot 
Officer Jack Absolute flies home to win the 
heart of his old flame, Lydia Languish. Back 
on British soil, Jack’s advances soon turn to 
anarchy when the young heiress demands to 
be loved on her own, very particular, terms.
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View work pictures on Facebook 
Andy B Installations

DENNIS
PLUMBING & HEATING

• Boiler and full central heating 
installations, including LPG.

• All boiler makes installed, Worcester, 
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm. 

• 10 years warranty available 
on some boilers.

• Breakdowns and service on 
boilers, fires and cookers.
• Power flushing service

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk
No.526189
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creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com





ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT
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To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

cluescrossword

answer on page 32

answer on page 32



Finesse Windows are proud to have installed quality UPVC Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories for customers locally for 40 years. Every Finesse 
Windows installation is designed, manufactured and fitted with care.

WINDOWS

DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

ORANGERIES

FASCIAS & SOFFITS

GARAGE DOORS

Call: 0121 514 5270
www.finesse-windows.co.uk
Open weekdays 8am-5pm and Saturdays 10am-4pm  
39 Melchett Rd, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B30 3HP

Windows  |  Doors  |  Conservatories  |  Orangeries  |   Fascias & Soffits  |  Garage Doors

"BEST OF THE BEST..."
WHICH?
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M
onday August 8th is the 
twentieth International 
Cat Day! This day of feline 
celebration began in 2002 
and surprisingly predates 

all the kitten pics of Facebook (2005) and 
Instagram (2010). In honour of the occasion 
I have unearthed some cool cat-facts!

• �Cats are believed to have been 
domesticated in ancient Egypt.

• �Cats sleep for two-thirds of their lives. 
They usually spend 13-16 hours of the 
day asleep. This sounds like bliss to me!

• �An adult cat’s ‘miaow’ is more likely 
to be used to communicate with 
humans rather than another cat.

• �Cats use their whiskers as sensors to 
find out how wide a space is – and 

whether they can fit through it.
• �A cat’s heart beats two to three 

times faster than a human heart.
• �A cat’s tongue has rows of hooked scales 

that act like a comb so it can groom its fur.
• �Cats can only sweat through their paws
• �A group of cats is called a clowder.
• �A cat has the ability to jump 

up to six times its length.
• �Cats can detect higher frequencies 

of sound than dogs or humans.
• �Cats have powerful, tightly controlled 

muscles and fast reflexes that allow 
them to move quickly – they skilled at 
stalking, running, jumping, and climbing.

• �Cats can see at one-sixth the light 
level required for human vision

• �Domestic cats purr at a frequency 
of 20 to 30 vibrations per second.

International Cat Day!
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Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

Hollywood Chiropody 1/2 page.indd   1 30/10/2019   12:58
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ad index

Beds / bedrooms
16 	 Hollywood Beds 	 01564 898118
25 	 Hollywood Bedrooms 	 07861 645054

Car Services 
27 	 AP Alloys 	 07972 852758
30 	 Chips Away 	 07479 250200 

Carpenter 
15 	 Carl Bishton 	 07810 373899
24	 Andy B Installations 	 07941 396749

Carpets & Flooring  
22 	 Goods 	 0121 430 5289

Digital services 
17 	 Paul Kallu 	 07875 475554

Doors and windows 
9 	 Cloudy 2 Clear 	 0800 61 21 118
14 	 Garolla 	 01564 340 046
29 	 Finesse Windows 	 0121 514 5270

Estate Agents 
1 & 2 Melvyn Danes  	 01564 826555
35 & 36 smarthomes 	 0121 744 4144

Funeral Directors
9 	 Thomas Brothers 	 01564 822001

Gardens and Drives  
7	 Solihull Tree Care 	 0121 604 6809
7 	 Wythall Landscape 
	 Centre 	 01564 826893 
10	 R&A Landscapes 	 07411 619228 
11 	 J Kelly 	 07718 620226
15 	 Drives 4 U 	 0800 303 2559
26	 Projects 	 07961 358367
34	 Central Drives 
	 & Landscapes 	 0121 702 1456

Health & Wellbeing
15 	 Adele’s Foot Care 	 07802 987072
15 	 Denture Clinic 
	 Birmingham 	 0121 777 5528
18-19 Woodrush Hub 	 01564 820099
31 	 Mark O’Sullivan 
	 Chiropody 	 07824 506839 

Heating 
8	 Grant John	 07974 226558
10 	 Wythall Heating  	 01564 824350
24 	 Dennis Plumbing 
	 & Heating 	 07903 715360

Locksmiths 
20 	 Lockfit 	 07368 508936

Lofts 
11	 Stu’s Loft Ladders	 07712 327889

Mortgages 
12 	 Oaktree Mortgages 	 01564 829787

Plumbing 
24 	 Dennis Plumbing 
	 & Heating 	 07903 715360

Restaurants 
3	 Monsoon 	 01564 829200

Roofing 
24 	 Deluxe Roofing 	 0800 747 1461

Storage and wardrobes 
25 	 Hollywood Bedrooms 	 07861 645054

Tuition 
14 	 Jo Harvey 	 07794 380725 

Website & Graphic Design 
21 	 Hot Lobster Design Ltd	 0121 369 1977

mindbenders
from page 17

Suduko Solution
from page 28

Crossword Solution
from page 28

Health
NHS non-emergency 		 111
Wychall Lane Surgery		 0121 628 2345
Hollywood Medical Practice		 01564 822642
Hollyoaks Medical Centre		 01564 823182

Council 
Bromsgrove District Council  
(main switchboard)  		 01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council  
(emergency out of hours) 		 01527 871565

Utilities
Electricity power cut 		 105
Gas leak 		 0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(main switchboard)		 024 7771 5000
Severn Trent Water (emergencies)	0800 783 4444

Travel 
National Rail Enquiries 		 03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire 		 0345 646 0707

local police contact
for wythall & hollywood
Telephone: 101
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mindbenders
from page 17

a good read
By Natasha Donovan

The Heart’s Invisible Furies
by John Boyne
Let me start by saying that this 
is long book, but in the deft 
hands of Boyne it is neither 
weighty nor stodgy. It’s a book 
about the life of a fictional 
man, Cyril Avery, and it begins 
before he’s even born, with 
his pregnant mother cast out 
of her strict catholic family 
and fleeing from her hometown. 
Cyril is adopted but struggles to find his place 
in a loveless family. He is gay, and illegitimate, 
born in Ireland at the wrong time. This story 
weaves his major life events with world events 
such as the AIDS crisis, 9/11, and the ongoing 
prejudice towards gay men. We follow Cyril from 
Dublin to Amsterdam to New York and back 
to Ireland. Throughout his journey the reader 
is privy to his inner and outer struggles which 
serve to heighten the confusion, anger and 
shame that define his existence. But this is not 
some handwringing doom saga. Boyne brings a 
wicked playfulness to Cyril’s self-deprecating wit, 
which commands both affection and empathy.
Throughout the book various new characters 
appear at intervals, and their stories intersect 
and intertwine with Cyril’s via a series of 
coincidences which on the surface might 
appear contrived, but when the reader 
reflects on the characters in their own 
life and the coincidences that brought 
them together, suddenly make sense. 
From the opening ‘hook’ to the closing 
paragraph you’ll be rooting for Cyril, and you’ll 
laugh and cry along the way. In the touching 
afterword, Boyne admits that although Cyril 
and his life are fictional there are many of 
the author’s own lived experiences included 
in the plot. The book is all the richer for it.

Fiona’s Luck
by Teresa Bateman
Illustrated by Kelly Murphy
The leprechaun king is 
not happy with the Big 
Folk who have recently 
arrived in his land. He feels 
they are soaking up too 
much luck. So, he exhorts 
the other leprechauns 
to gather up all the luck 
they can find and lock it 
away in a big oak chest 
under his control. The Big Folk begin to suffer 
hardship after hardship until a clever girl named 
Fiona sets out to pit her wits against him. 
This picture book, aimed at ages 2-5, is a 
charming story with a clever twist. Kelly 
Murphy’s artwork is enchanting, her use of 
colour and light masterfully evokes the Irish 
landscape, and magic lurks on every page. 
This will quickly become a bedtime favourite.
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 Tel: 0121 744 4144 opt 2

Call today for your FREE market appraisal.

or email: shirley@smart-homes.co.uk

smarthomes
Stratford Road, Shirley,  

West Midlands B90 3DN

Experience our award  
winning customer service
with your local property professional Louise Lane

sales • new homes • land • commercial • mortgages • auction

• Gated Development
• Four Bedrooms
• Sunken Gardens

• Playroom & Utility
• Open Plan Living
• Sylish Fitted Kitchen

• Canal Side Location
• Detached Home
• Four Bedrooms

• Ensuite Shower Room
• Guest W.C
• Garage

• Detached Bungalow
• Large Garden
• Double Garage

• Modern Three Storey
• Four Good Size Bedrooms
• Dining Kitchen

• Off Road Parking & Garage
• Guest WC
• En-Suite Shower Room

Lake Drive, Tidbury Green £830,000 Packhorse Lane, Nr Wythall £650,000

Haslucks Green Road

offers over

Coppice Gardens, Hollywood£450,000 £320,000

• Modern Kitchen
• Three Bedrooms
• Conservatory
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useful services

sales  •  new homes  •  land  •  commercial  •  mortgages  •  auction
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with smarthomes
Be market ready

smarthomes
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