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HAPPY
EASTER

Get moving this Easter
with Melvyn Danes
Call now for a FREE valuation

01564 826555
321 Alcester Road, Wythall B47 5HJ



www.melvyndanes.co.uk
ESTABLISHED 1990

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555

MD A5 Prop Temps.pdf   1   5/03/15   2:30 pm

TRUEMANS HEATH LANE, HOLLYWOOD 
A detached property offers generous and 
privately located accommodation which 
is wheelchair friendly comprising: Porch, 
hallway, full width lounge diner, conservatory, 
fitted kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom, 
detached garage and large rear garden.

TRUEMANS HEATH LANE, HOLLYWOOD

MAYHURST ROAD, HOLLYWOOD
A very well presented & extended semi detached 
house in this quiet cul de sac in Hollywood, 
comprising: entrance hallway, through lounge, 
extended dining room, refitted kitchen, utility with 
WC, three bedrooms, refitted shower room, side 
garage, rear garden and large front driveway

x

MAYHURST ROAD, HOLLYWOOD

STATION ROAD, WYTHALL

STATION ROAD, WYTHALL 
A traditional detached four bedroom house 
with potential for extension subject to planning 
comprising: porch, hallway, dining room, dual 
aspect lounge, kitchen/diner, four bedrooms, 
family bathroom, large tandem garage, large 
front driveway and superb rear gardens.

Offers Around £650,00

Offers Around £300,000Offers Around £350,000

Offers Around £400,000

REDDITCH ROAD, KINGS NORTON
Set back from the road via a deep front 
driveway with parking for multiple vehicles, 
this property briefly comprises: porch, hallway, 
separate lounge and dining room, kitchen, 
study, conservatory, large rear garden, three 
bedrooms, bathroom and separate WC
 

REDDITCH ROAD, KINGS NORTON



Customer service: We aim to provide 100% customer satisfaction. Should you experience difficulties over service or food 
please do not hesitate to inform us. If any member of the staff cannot resolve any issue,

then please email us: hollywood.Monsoon@gmail.Com

*(fish & king prawns £3.00 extra per dish)

£12.90 PP

Any
Starter

Any
Main Dish*

Any
Nan OR Rice 

Monday & Tuesday
NOW avaIlable ON TakeaWayS
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AVAILABLE

MONSOON

Is BAckPoPulAr

T: 01564 829 200 | www.monsoon.restaurant
75 May lane, Hollywood, birmingham, b47 5Pa 

Open Mon - Sat: 5.00pm till late

TRUEMANS HEATH LANE, HOLLYWOOD
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

Enjoy your lovely long Bank Holiday weekend  
– whether you’re relaxing in the garden (weather 
permitting!), jet-setting off on a long-awaited 
break, or just using the time to catch up on 
all those jobs that never seem to get done. 

And if you need help sorting out that never-ending 
list, why not see if some of the people and businesses 
who advertise in here can help you. Whether you 
need a leak fixed, the carpet updated, the garden 
tidied up, or some new windows, there’s lots of lovely 
local and helpful people in here who can help. 

However you spend your Easter, hope it’s good one. 
 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com
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Easter half term 
fun at Avoncroft 
Museum          
11-24 April.  
Stoke Heath, Bromsgrove   
Join Avoncroft for a fun-filled Easter 
fortnight this year, with Easter egg 
hunts, crafts, activities and trails to 
keep the kids entertained in the 
great outdoors. Plus Easter Family 
fun days from the 11-24th April. 
Closed Tuesdays & Thursdays. Visit 
www.avoncroft.org.uk for more info. 

Redditch Easter 
Egg Hunt 
4-16 April.  
Redditch town centre        
Take part in this free event by 
collecting a complimentary 
booklet from Customer Services 
in the Kingfisher Shopping Centre. 
Prices include a £100 One4all gift 
card, 2x £50 One4all gift cards, 
as well as 20 chocolate Easter 
eggs. Visit www.redditchbid.
co.uk for more details.  

Exciting Science             
16 April.  
Core Theatre, Solihull      
This new, exciting and 
educational show will amaze & 
astound all ages from 4 years & 
upwards, as we put the exciting 
back into science. So stand clear 
and prepare for action, as this 
show is full of wiz, bang, pop 
.... and splurt! Exciting Science 
– Prepare to be amazed! To 
book call 0121 704 6962.  

Little Mix       
23 April.  
Resorts World Arena, NEC
The X-Factor winning pop 
quartet are one of Britain’s 
best-loved pop acts and 
have sold millions of albums 
worldwide. Tickets from 
www.seetickets.com

The Big Walk            
2 May.  
Studley Sports Centre 
to Solihull Moors FC     
Starting at 6am, a hardened 

group of walkers will embark 
on an expedition with a 
difference, to raise money 
for the club’s charity the 
Solihull Moors Foundation. 
This 19-mile hike aims to 
capture a true community 
spirit. Create your JustGiving 
page at www.justgiving.com/
campaign/moorsbigwalk

Comedy Night              
6 May.  
Shirley Royal British Legion    
Featuring some fantastic talent 
with headline acts Masai 
Graham, award-winning gag 
merchant, Jon Pearson, a familiar 
face at comedy festivals across 
the UK. 
Other comics on the bill are 
Stevie Gray, a cheeky and 
likeable comedian, Howard 
Anstock from homeless to 
hilarious. Not forgetting the larger 
than life MC; Fat Theo, probably 
the biggest name in comedy 
within the West Midlands.  
Tickets from www.skiddle.com

community events
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23RD - 24TH JULY 2022
T U D O R  G R A N G E  P A R K
WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

DUKESNAP!ARTFUL DODGER
BOYZLIFE
ALL SAINTS

SHALAMAR

SHAGGY

BILLY OCEAN
BELINDA CARLISLE
KOOL & THE GANG

THE REAL 
THING

BAD MANNERS
DR & THE 
MEDICS

FOR TICKETS AND INFO VISIT: WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

2ND
STAGE!

2ND
STAGE!

FEATURING KENNY THOMAS

FEATURING TREVOR NELSON



WWW.GRANTJOHNSERVICES.CO.UK    G.SOUTHALLSERVICES@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

CALL 07974 226 558

AT THE 
FOREFRONT 
OF HEATING 
AND 
RENEWABLE 
SERVICES

GRANT SOUTHALL

Grant Smith Heating.indd   1Grant Smith Heating.indd   1 18/02/2020   11:0818/02/2020   11:08



We understand how hard it can be 
to squeeze in household domestic 
cleaning due to a busy lifestyle or 
perhaps you’re not as able as 
you used to be.  

That’s where we can help, 
by providing...

Making your home 
a happy sparkly 
place to be...

We’re here to help, so please 
feel free to give us a call!

Rachael:  07855 435073
Landline:  0121 238 4818

EMAIL: info@the-maid-brigade.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.the-maid-brigade.co.uk Don’t forget to follow us on facebook

We can provide:
•  Honest, reliable and affordable 
 Domestic cleaning
• All our maids and footmen are      
 professional
•  We guarantee satisfaction 100%
•  We are fully insured
• All odd jobs around the home inside  
 and out undertaken
• DIY, Decorating, etc

•  Weekly/Fortnightly/Monthly Cleans
•  Spring Cleans
•  One-Off Cleans
•  Of�ce Cleans
•  End of Tenancy Cleans
•  Companionship
•  Errand running

Maid Brigade Advert A5.pdf   1   03/03/2021   15:14
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Are you looking for an outdoor space 
you can enjoy all year round?

info@ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk
07411 619 228  -  0121 537 7273
www.ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk

Award winning design and build landscaping company

R &  A Garden Landscapes 

Let us create your dream garden. Whether you require a complete garden 
re-design and build project or wish to improve an area of your garden, 
we can come up with a solution for making your visions a reality.

• Patios & Paving
• Brickwork
• Decking
• Traditional & Artificial Turf

• Driveway Surfaces
• Water Features & Ponds
• Design Studio



useful services
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ARE YOUR WINDOWS
READY FOR A MAKEOVER?

Call 0800 048 5223 for a FREE Quote
Or visit ClearlyBetterWindows.co.uk

to find out more

• Replace failed double glazing;
just the pane, not the frame

• Fix faulty hinges,
handles and locks

A local family-run business
with 10+ years of experience

CLEARLY
B E T T E R
W I N D O W S

New glass in your existing windows

FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham
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ORDER BY PHONE 01564 829 736 pinksflowers.co.uk

PINKS FLORIST AT BECKETTS FARM 

FRESH FLOWERS GUARANTEED

ANNIVERSARY

WEDDING SYMPATHY JUST BECAUSE

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

How to Cope in an Uncertain World
Over the past couple of years, we’ve 
had to cope with a pandemic, 
political uprisings and now war in the 
Ukraine. Life is constantly changing 
so you’d think we’d be better at 
dealing with uncertainty. 

But humans crave stability, and 
we crave it most when life is 
unpredictable. This is where coping 
strategies come in to play. There 
are unhealthy coping strategies, like 
alcohol or junk food and there are 
also healthy coping strategies. 

What is coping?
Coping is an active process where 
you pause, appraise the situation, 
target the problem, and then 
choose a set of interventions.

Stay grounded
- Create a safe space for you and 
your family. Structure your home 
so that you and your family feel 
grounded. Reduce the sadness 
and stress of uncertainty by keeping 

News to a minimum. Don’t talk 
endlessly about sensational stories. 
Connect with each other and think 
of your home as a sanctuary from 
the uncertainty of life.

Use routines
- Keep scheduled mealtimes and 
bedtimes, 
and daily chores, including the kids’ 
homework. 
Also make sure there are regular 
periods of relaxation and fun, like 
a family games night or a walk. 
Routines provide a steady rhythm 
and research shows that when your 
day has an organised framework, 
you develop a greater tolerance for 
unpredictability.

Choose information sources 
carefully
- During uncertain times be 
guardedly curious and try not 
to accept sensational stories as 
factual.

Embrace uncertainty
- Ultimately we have to live with 
uncertainty. Cultivating hope and 
possibility during uncertain times is 
important. Instead of focusing on 
sadness or anxiety, shift the focus 
to wonder or curiosity. Confronting 
what we don’t know can trigger 
creative thinking and problem 
solving and help you and your family 
feel empowered in the face of the 
unpredictable.

Practice gratitude
- Make time to notice and 
reflect on the good and 
meaningful things and people 
in your life and encourage your 
children or grandchildren to do 
the same. Studies show that 
gratitude generates feel-good 
neurochemicals serotonin and 
dopamine in your brain which help 
to reduce worry.

By Kate McCarthy
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Adele’s Foot Care 
Solutions

Qualified Foot Health 
Professional & Reflexologist

A WIDE RANGE OF FOOT 
TREATMENTS AVAILABLE 

Home visits and also offering 
Reflexology Sessions in a Relaxing 

Therapeutic Treatment Room 

Adele Smith 
MAFHP MCFHP MGHT

Tel: 01564 822926 
07802 987072

Carl Bishton
Carpenter & Joiner
All aspects of bespoke 
joinery supplied and fitted

All interior and 
exterior carpentry

Please call me to arrange
a quotation
Tel: 01564 822811
Mobile: 07810 373899
Email: c-bishton@sky.com

• Doors
• Window Frames
• Staircases
•  Cabinets, Bookcases 
 and much more

• Skirting, Architrave
• Loft Hatches
• Door Fitting
• Fitted Wardrobes
•  Complete kitchen supply &
 fitting service available
• Decking & garden buildings
 designed and fitted
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Leading UK Brands At Low Prices! 

FFRREEEE  
LLOOCCAALL  

DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  

FFRREEEE  
PPAARRKKIINNGG  

OOLLDD  BBEEDD  
RREEMMOOVVAALL  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

OOPPEENN                
77  DDAAYYSS          
AA  WWEEEEKK  

 

T 01564 898118 
www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk 

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6AJ 

EEXXPPEERRTT  
AADDVVIICCEE  

LARGE SHOWROOM LOCATED AT BECKETTS FARM, WYTHALL 
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HODGES AND LAWRENCE LIMITED
- EST. 1957 -

FENCING

Orders by phone on 01564 823049 or website hnl-fencing.co.uk
Website: hnl-fencing.co.uk | Email: fencing@hnl-fencing.co.uk

WE SUPPLY FOR DIY OR 
LEAVE TO US IF YOU 

PREFER NO FUSS

FREE QUOTATIONS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE

• WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS - SEE WEBSITE
• QUALITY MATERIALS AT COMPETITIVE RATES

• DELIVERY OR CLICK AND COLLECT

RANGE OF 
QUALITY GATES

STANDARD OR 
BESPOKE SIZES

answer on page 38 

It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column and 
3x3 box, contains the numbers 1 through 
to 9 with no repitition. You don’t need to 
be a genius. These puzzles use logic alone. 
Watch out! Sudoku is highly addictive.



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM

Book Online at www.oaktreemortgages.com 
helen@oaktreemortgages.com 

01564 829 787
 
Issued by The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP T/A Oak Tree Mortgages, 
321 Alcester Road, Hollywood, Birmingham B47 SHJ 

The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. 
Oak Tree Mortgages are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate some aspects of buy to let mortgages. 
There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances, 
but we estimate this to be between £0 - £349 

Meet your local
Mortgage Advisor.

HELEN TAYLOR
Mortgage & Protection Advisor

I’ve been securing mortgages 
for my customers for over 22 years 
and can help with any mortgage 
advice and requirements you 
may need. 

The team at Oak Tree Mortgages and 
I offer a very hands-on and personal 
service with practical and honest 
advice. No mortgage requirements are 
too complicated for us – we can advise 
on mortgages for shift workers and the 
self-employed, mortgages for second 
homes, re-mortgaging for home 
improvements… or just a simple and 
straightforward mortgage! 

For residential mortgages, we don’t 
charge a broker fee unless the loan 
amount is below £100,000. We don't 
have ties to any specific lenders so you 
can be assured of the most suitable 
advice for your needs.

• First time mortgages
• Buy to let mortgages
• Advice on re-mortgaging
• Mortgages for home movers

Please get in touch with 
me for a free consultation 
to discuss your mortgage 
requirements.

YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
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WOODRUSH HUB

Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk   

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

EASTER HOLIDAY CLUBS

RUSH ACTIVE GYM | SO CAFE | LIBRARY | YOUTH CENTRE

D&W COACHING FOOTBALL CAMP

12th, 13th, 14th
19t, 20th, 21st

APRIL

CONTACT:

07802 683 035

MOO MUSIC

TUESDAY 12TH APRIL
Easter Moo Doo with Maggie Moo 

Age: 0-6

CONTACT:

https://bookwhen.com/moomusicsw

RELAXING YOGA THEATRE WORKSHOP

TUESDAY 12TH APRIL
TUESDAY 19TH APRIL

9-12 year olds: 10:15-10:45am
12-16 year olds : 11-11:30am

CONTACT:
info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

TUESDAY 12TH APRIL
Easter Themed Performing Arts  
Weeny Workshop: 10-11am

CONTACT: 
Suzy: 07495 042 428

suzy@thetheatreworkshop.com



 
 

  RUSH ACTIVE 
LAUNCH WEEK 

M O N D A Y  4 T H  A P R I L - S U N D A Y  1 0 T H  
A P R I L  2 0 2 2  

  
 

 

 FREE 
CLASS/GYM ACCESS 

 NEW CLASS AND LES MILLS 
LAUNCHES 

 CLASS TASTER SESSIONS 
 FREE PROTEIN 

SUPPLEMENTS 
 FUN, FRIENDLY 

ATMOSPHERE! 

 

In association with Misfits! 

BOOTCAMP 

VIBE POWER 

PILATES 

SPIN  

YOGA 

AND MORE! 
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Win 2 tickets worth £45  
to see 

The Simon & Garfunkel Story    
at Solihull’s Core Theatre  

on Wednesday 7th May 7.30pm   

For your chance to win these tickets, 
visit the Core Theatre website page 
for this event -  
www.thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk -  
to find the answer to this question:  
 

What did Elaine Paige say 
about this show?       
Email your answer to:  
thecoretheatre@solihull.gov.uk – and please 
put ‘SIMON & GARFUNKEL’ as the subject line.

Closing date for entries is 1st May 2022. 
The winner will be drawn at random and 
notified by email after this date. 

Please note there is no cash value nor 
exchange for this prize so please don’t enter 
if you cannot attend the date shown above.

competition time

23  

About the Show:
Using huge projection photos 
and original film footage, this 
50th Anniversary Celebration 
also features a full live band 
performing all the hits including 
‘Mrs Robinson’, ‘Cecilia’, ‘Bridge 
Over Troubled Water’, ‘Homeward 
Bound’ and many more.

COMPETITION
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View work pictures on Facebook 
Andy B Installations

DENNIS
PLUMBING & HEATING

• Boiler and full central heating 
installations, including LPG.

• All boiler makes installed, Worcester, 
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm. 

• 10 years warranty available 
on some boilers.

• Breakdowns and service on 
boilers, fires and cookers.
• Power flushing service

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk
No.526189

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in 
Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing 

Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing company with 
unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY

25
% 

DISC
OU

NT 

WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Dark Lane
Motors Ltd

01564 824433
For a free quotation,

phone Paul Axisa (proprietor)

Unit 4, Houndsfield Industrial Estate
Houndsfield Lane, Wythall, Birmingham B47 5QR

Free  Local Pick up and delivery, 
prompt efficient service 

at competitive rates.

✔ Servicing & Repairs
✔ MOT’s & Repairs
✔ Clutches & Brakes
✔ Engine Diagnostics
✔ Body Repairs 
    & Bumper Scuffs

ESTABLISHED IN 2000

Dark Lane Motors-oct2021.pdf   1   26/10/21   11:58 AM

creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk





ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT
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Finesse Windows are proud to have installed quality UPVC Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories for customers locally for 40 years. Every Finesse 
Windows installation is designed, manufactured and fitted with care.

WINDOWS

DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

ORANGERIES

FASCIAS & SOFFITS

GARAGE DOORS

Call: 0121 514 5270
www.finesse-windows.co.uk
Open weekdays 8am-5pm and Saturdays 10am-4pm  
39 Melchett Rd, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B30 3HP

Windows  |  Doors  |  Conservatories  |  Orangeries  |   Fascias & Soffits  |  Garage Doors

"BEST OF THE BEST..."
WHICH?
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If ever you’ve wanted to cut 
down on alcohol but can’t 
stomach sickly cordials, coke 
or fruit juice then try a grown-up 
non-alcoholic beverage. 

Seedlip Spice 94  
- This is neither fruity, nor sweet. 
Seedlip was in fact the world’s 
first distilled non-alcoholic spirit. 
It combines six individually 
distilled barks, allspice berries 
& Cardamom. The distillation 
process is similar to that used for 
gin. It’s a wonderfully complex 
flavour and is delicious mixed with 
tonic over ice.

Double Dutch Pomegranate 
& Basil  
- I discovered this when I bought 
some as a mixer. It was created 
by Dutch twins Raissa & Joyce de 
Hass’ and is an award-winning 
recipe. It’s made with 100 per 
cent natural ingredients and 
contains just 66 calories a bottle. 
The flavours are refreshing basil, 
with warm undertones of aniseed 
and sweet but tart pomegranate. 
It’s so nice on its own poured over 
ice that I rarely add gin...though 
it does go amazingly well with 
Hendricks (shhh...this is supposed 
to be an alcohol-free article)

Daylesford Sparkling Apple & 
Bilberry Juice  
- This comes in a chic 
champagne-style bottle. It’s 
lightly sparkling and would make 
the ideal aperitif for non-alcohol 
drinkers when celebrating with 
friends. It’s produced in Nantes in 

northwest France from all organic 
ingredients. They let the fruits 
ripen on the trees and bushes for 
the fullest flavour possible. They 
are harvested using traditional 
methods.

Belvoir Ginger Cordial  
- This is a family favourite. You 
don’t need much (because it’s 
quite sweet). I like it mixed with 
half sparkling and half still water, 
over lots of ice and fresh mint. It 
might lack the sophistication of 
the previous three drinks, but it 
transports me to an Enid Blyton 
childhood filled with lashings and 
lashings of ginger beer! 
 
Cheers! 
 
By Samantha Jospeh

Soft Drinks Come of Age
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Award Winning Landscaper
Free Quotaons

Top Quality Workmanship

Re-Designs / Make overs 

Fully Licenced & Insured

Only 1 Job Installed 
at a Time

We will work along side you, to create an attractive solution for your outdoor space.

www.turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk        hello@turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk

07833 215 412 Find us on

Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk
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Now only 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches 

inside your garage, maximising 
valuable space. Our experienced 

installers will fi t your new door and 
they’ll take away the old one too, 

so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up FREE of charge.

*O	 er valid for openings up to 2.6m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.

CALL US TODAY ON:

 01564 340 046
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

01527 831700
66 Birmingham Road, 

Bromsgrove.
B61 0DD 

01564 822001
100 Alcester Road,

Wythall. 
B47 5HA

01527 547777
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road, Redditch. 
B97 5JF

0121 445 3422
12A Red Lion Street,

Alvechurch. 
B48 7LF

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS
A family owned Funeral Directors, we provide a friendly, 

dignified service paying special attention to detail.

www.thomasbrothers.co.uk
A family concern

useful services
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T
he Easter weekend is the principal religious 

feast of the Christian year, yet most of its 

traditions have no basis in Christianity at 

all. In fact, the Jewish festival of Passover, 

or Pesach which is closely linked to 

Easter by dates and symbolism was celebrated 

long before the birth of Jesus. And long before 

the name ‘Easter’ was used, early Christians 

celebrated ‘Pascha,’ a word derived from Pesach.

The word ‘Easter’ actually comes from an 

Anglo-Saxon fertility goddess called Eostre, who was 

associated with spring and new beginnings. Both 

Easter and Passover centre around re-birth, and 

bond neatly with the Anglo-

Saxon festival of ‘Eostre-

monath’ – Eostre’s month.

Hot cross buns, traditionally 

eaten on Good Friday, are 

linked to Passover. Originally 

they were unleavened 

bread, an important 

Passover food. Nowadays, 

they are leavened (which 

makes them light and delicious) and marked with 

a cross to serve as a reminder of the crucifixion. 

The tradition of eating chocolate eggs derives 

from the fact that during Eostre, eggs were given as 

gifts to celebrate the end of winter and as a symbol 

of new life. Once again this ties in with Passover, 

where a traditional meal is Beitzah, a hardboiled 

egg. Eventually Christians began decorating the 

shells with colourful patterns, and later thanks to 

enterprising chocolatiers in France and Germany 

delicious chocolate Easter eggs began to appear.

But what about the Easter Bunny? Surely an Easter 

hen would be more logical. At least a hen lays 

eggs! But if we look back at the Goddess Eostre, her 

scared animal was the hare, and it’s not a huge 

jump (see what I did there?) from a hare to a rabbit. 

The Easter Bunny and egg hunts seem to originate 

in Germany in the 16th century. Children made 

nests in the garden and, if they were good, the 

Easter Bunny would leave them coloured hard-

boiled eggs to find the next morning. This tradition 

travelled to America with early German settlers and, 

like many old traditions, has now returned to Britain 

substituting chocolate eggs for a sweeter egg hunt. 

Egg rolling on Easter Monday is one of the strangest 

traditions. Some sources say that it represents the 

rolling away of the stone blocking Jesus’ tomb. It’s 

also known as Pace-Egging, which derives once 

again from the word Pesach. It’s centuries old but 

no-one is entirely sure of the origins, though it might 

have originated as a way of getting everyone 

out of the house for some 

much-needed exercise after 

a long weekend of feasting!

On Palm Sunday it is said 

that Jesus was welcomed 

to Jerusalem by an adoring 

throng. This and the procession 

which followed Jesus carrying 

the cross are often seen as 

the earliest predecessors 

of the modern Easter parade.

During the Dark Ages, Christians in Eastern Europe 

would gather in a designated spot before Easter 

church services, then walk solemnly to the church. 

Afterwards they would retrace their steps while 

singing songs of praise. Participants usually wore 

their finest attire to show respect for the occasion.

Eventually the Easter parade transformed into a 

large American cultural event consisting of a festive 

strolling procession on Easter Sunday. Participants 

dress up and there is a particular emphasis on 

ladies’ hats...the Easter bonnets made famous 

by the song from the 1948 film Easter Parade.

And speaking of traditions…it’s our family tradition to 

watch that musical while we tuck into our Easter Eggs.

Happy Easter.

 

By Tracey Anderson

The Easter Parade and other traditions...
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Design and print of: 
500 Business Cards £105 or 5000 A5 Flyers £120

Promote your 
business professionally

Contact us for any other design and print requirements 

Call: 07557 220585 Or email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com 
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I 
love a notebook, to the point that 
my husband has actually staged an 
intervention in Paperchase before now!

Enter digital notepads. In the past I’ve tried to 
take notes on an iPad, but the slippery feeling 
of pen on glass felt wrong. So decided to 
look at the current iteration of digital offerings 
designed specifically to appeal to a hardcore 
pen and paper note taker, like me. 

Moleskine Pen + Ellipse Smart 
Writing Set. 
This is a hybrid product — 
part digital, part analogue 
— designed for those of us 
who prefer to take notes the 
old-fashioned way but still 
want to save those notes in a 
searchable format. Searchable 
notebooks...words that sing 
to my scribble-loving soul.

This set comes with a paper 
notebook, digital smart pen, 
USB recharging cable, one pen-tip ink refill, and 
a manual. The notepad is a proper notepad 
except the paper is encoded in a dotted layout 
which works with the pen to capture each stroke 
and recognize exactly where it is. The paper thus 
becomes a ‘tablet’. The Moleskine Notes app 
transfers the words and drawings from page to 
screen in real time, so you can digitize text, edit, 
organize, and share content. The companion app 
(available for iOS and Android) digitizes your notes 
and transfers them to your device, allowing you to 
annotate, share, search, edit, and organize notes. 
The pen doesn’t even need to be connected 
to the app, meaning you can jot notes then 
sync your pen with the app at a later time.

If you write a lot of notes you still end up with lots 
of physical notebooks, but your work is saved on 
your PC and searchable for future reference.

Rocketbook Smart Reusable Notebook 
Unlike the Moleskine, the Rocketbook saves on 
trees while still letting you write on ‘paper’. The 
Rocketbook is a 42-page notebook with seven 
different page styles allowing notes, sketches and 
plans etc. The dot-grid and lined pages also act as 
a paper ‘tablet’ and you use the free Rocketbook 
app (available for iOS and Android) to save your 
work to cloud services like Google Drive, Dropbox, 
Evernote etc. The Rocketbook works with any Pilot 
Frixion pen, marker, or highlighter. When you’ve 
finished you wipe clean with a damp cloth to start 

over. For people who like to use 
colour in their note-taking the Rocket 
book works well. For those of us who 
like to go back and re-annotate 
our original notes, the wipe-clean 
approach can seem a bit final.

The ReMarkable 2 
The ReMarkable 2 bills itself as 
“the world’s thinnest tablet”. It’s just 
4.7mm thick and stylish, especially if 
you choose the leather cover option. 
It captures all the best attributes 
of notetaking on paper including 
sound, sensation, and the ability 

to erase with the other end of the pen, yet you 
can create as many notebooks as you like, revisit 
them, edit them, copy and paste from them into 
new notebooks, and save them within the device. 
This last one is a gamechanger for someone who 
wishes they could take ALL their notebooks with them 
everywhere! You can then sync your notes to phone 
and laptop using the app. You can easily import 
templates such as a diary, or household budget 
planner. Its more expensive than the previous two 
options (starting at around £400), but in my opinion, 
vastly superior. The only disadvantage is no colour, 
but that’s a small concession for notebook Nirvana! 
 
Happy scribbling.

By Louise Addison

Take Note!  Is a digital notebook right for you?
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Ingredients
500g Maris Piper potatoes 
(King Edward also work well)
250g parsnips
50g butter
3tbsp sunflower oil 
12 rashers smoked bacon
2tbsp maple syrup
6 free range eggs

Method
Peel the potatoes, then 
coarsely grate them along with 
the parsnips, and squeeze out 
all the liquid (really important 
or you’ll get soggy mush 
rather than crispy rosti!)

Season well and separate 
into six portions, then shape 
each portion into flat pancake 
shape, These are the rosti.
Heat the butter and oil in a 
pan and cook the rosti for 
6-7 mins on each side until 
deep golden brown and 
crispy. Meanwhile, grill or oven 
cook the bacon for 20-25 
minutes, until crisp and golden. 
Smoked bacon is sublime 
but unsmoked is good too.
A few minutes before the 
bacon and rosti are ready, 
bring a pan of water to a gentle 
simmer and poach the eggs. 
Top each rosti with 2 rashers 
of bacon and 1 poached 
egg. Serve with maple syrup.

Potato Rosti with Poached Egg and BaconPotato Rosti with Poached Egg and Bacon
For an egg-cellent Easter treat try this brilliant sweet ‘n’ salty brunch.For an egg-cellent Easter treat try this brilliant sweet ‘n’ salty brunch.

Serves: 6 
Preparation time: 15 minutes
Cooking time: 25-30 minutes

Black and British:  
An Illustrated History, 
by David Olusoga

David Olusoga is a British-Nigerian 
historian. His book Black and 
British, A Short Essential History is 
an excellent introduction to how 
Black culture has both enriched 
and forms an integral part of 
British culture. While not aimed at 
children it's accessible enough 
for fluent readers, and personally 
I feel it should be a core text 
for the National Curriculum. 

This book though is an illustrated 
and abridged version aimed 
specifically at children aged 
8-11. Like the adult text, it charts 
the often-overlooked histories 

of Black people in Britain from 
Roman times (yes there were 
Roman Africans!) right through to 
the present day, encompassing 
the black soldiers who fought 
for Britain in World War 1 and 
Windrush, which has once 
again been in the news. 

The full colour illustrations are 
beautiful and include maps and 
portraits. This is an informative 
book for all children (and 
their parents), no matter what 
their heritage might be.

a good read
reviews By Tash Donovan

book reviews

recipe time
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Beds / bedrooms
16  Hollywood Beds  01564 898118
25  Hollywood Bedrooms  07861 645054

Builders’ Merchants 
12  EH Smith  0121 713 7100

Car Services 
25  Dark Lane Motors  01564 824433
27  AP Alloys  07972 852758
30  Chips Away  07479 250200

Care Services 
5  Belmont at Home  0333 444 0121 

Carpenter 
15  Carl Bishton  07810 373899
24 Andy B Installations  07941 396749

Carpets & Flooring  
22  Hoods  0121 430 5289

Cleaning  
9  The Maid Brigade  07855 435073

Digital services 
15  Paul Kallu  07875 475554

Doors and windows 
11  Clearly Better Windows 0800 048 5223
29  Finesse Windows  0121 514 5270
33  Garolla  01564 340 046

 

Estate Agents 
1 & 2 Melvyn Danes   01564 826555
39 & 40 smarthomes  0121 744 4144
Events 
7  Solihull Summer Fest  0121 472 6688
Florists 
13  Pinks  01564 829736

Funeral Directors
33  Thomas Brothers  01564 822001

Gardens and Drives  
10 R&A Landscapes  07411 619228 
17  Hodges & Lawrence  01564 823049
19  Solihull Tree Care  0121 604 6809
26 Projects  07961 358367
28 Central Drives & 
 Landscapes  0121 702 1456
31  Turner Landscapes  07833 215412

Health & Beauty 
15  Adele’s Foot Care  07802 987072
15  Denture Clinic 
 Birmingham  0121 777 5528
31  Mark O’Sullivan 
 Chiropody  07824 506839 

Heating 
8 Grant John 07974 226558 
24  Dennis Plumbing 
 & Heating  07903 715360

Locksmiths 
17 Lock Surgeon 0751 6454 999

Lofts 
11 Stu’s Loft Ladders 07712 327889

Mortgages 
18 Oaktree Mortgages 01564 829787

Plumbing 
14  James Long  07972 214981
24  Dennis Plumbing 
 & Heating  07903 715360

Restaurants 
3 Monsoon  01564 829200

Roofing 
24  Deluxe Roofing  0800 747 1461

Sports 
20-21 Woodrush Hub  01564 820099

Storage and wardrobes 
25  Hollywood Bedrooms  07861 645054

Tuition 
14  Jo Harvey  07794 380725 

Vehicle Graphics 
10  Baker Ward  01564 822465

Website & Graphic Design 
32 Hot Lobster 
 Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Suduko Solution
from page 17

Health
NHS non-emergency   111
Wychall Lane Surgery  0121 628 2345
Hollywood Medical Practice  01564 822642
Hollyoaks Medical Centre  01564 823182

Council 
Bromsgrove District Council  
(main switchboard)    01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council  
(emergency out of hours)   01527 871565

Utilities
Electricity power cut   105
Gas leak   0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(main switchboard)  024 7771 5000
Severn Trent Water (emergencies) 0800 783 4444

Travel 
National Rail Enquiries   03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire   0345 646 0707

WYTHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
01564 823149 

WYTHALL COMMUNITY  
ASSOCIATION 
01564 823 281 
office@wythall-park.org.uk

local police contact
for wythall & hollywood
Telephone: 101
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 Tel: 0121 744 4144 opt 2

Call for more information

or email: shirley@smart-homes.co.uk

smarthomes sales
316 Stratford Road, Shirley,  

West Midlands B90 3DN

smarthomes
LETTINGS

Experience our award winning  
customer service with your local 
property professional Louise Lane.

sales • new homes • land • commercial • mortgages • auction

• Semi-detached
• Countryside Views
• Four Bedrooms

• Ensuite Shower Room
• Conservatory
• Utility Room

• Brand New Bungalow
• Detached
• Energy Rating B

• Two double bedrooms
• Luxury Bathroom
• Ensuite Shower Room

• Countryside Views
• Modern Bathroom & Ensuite
• Dining Kitchen

• Garden Office/Bar
• Garage
• Four Bedrooms

• Brand New Home
• Detached
• Three Bedrooms

• Modern Kitchen
• Guest W.C
• No Chain

Wythwood Grove, Hollywood £370,000

Forest Way, Hollywood £350,000

Burnham Road, Wythall £425,000

Shawhurst Lane, Hollywood £330,000
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Elegant.  
Luxurious.  
Exclusive.   

Unique. 

To view our collection
portfolio-collection.smart-homes.co.uk

Bespoke, targeted and innovative  
marketing for your property


