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www.melvyndanes.co.uk
ESTABLISHED 1990

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555
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GORSEY LANE, WYTHALL 
A two bedroomed detached bungalow in 
this most desirable road in Wythall, briefly 
comprising; porch, hallway, large lounge, 
kitchen, dining room, lean to, two bedrooms, 
refitted shower room, large mature rear 
garden, side tandem garage, generous 
driveway, rural aspect to the front.

GORSEY LANE, WYTHALL

CRABMILL LANE, WYTHALL
A five bedroomed detached house set on a large 
plot on the border of Wythall, briefly comprising; 
porch, hallway, three reception rooms, guest 
w.c., large kitchen/diner, conservatory, master 
bedroom with refitted en-suite, four further 
bedrooms, refitted bathroom, large rear garden 
with summer house, generous front driveway.

CRABMILL LANE, WYTHALL

LOWBROOK LANE, TIDBURY GREEN

LOWBROOK LANE, TIDBURY GREEN 
An executive detached four double bedroomed 
house, comprising; entrance hall, guest cloaks w.c. 
study, dining room, lounge, kitchen/dining/family 
room, utility, galleried landing, master bedroom 
with dressing room and ensuite, three further 
double bedrooms, family bathroom, rear garden, 
double garage and driveway.

Offers Around £785,000

Offers Around £350,000Offers Around £500,000

Offers Around £525,000

MAYHURST CLOSE, HOLLYWOOD 
A well presented three bedroomed semi-
detached bungalow in this popular cul de 
sac location with no upward chain, briefly 
comprising; hallway, lounge, refitted kitchen, 
ground floor shower room, two/three bedrooms, 
landscaped rear garden, side garage, car 
port, front driveway with no upward chain.

MAYHURST CLOSE, HOLLYWOOD



Tel: 01564 829 200 
73-75 May Lane, Hollywood, 
Birmingham, B47 5PA

www.monsoon.restaurant 

Reserve Online

*(fish, Lamb Shank & king prawns £3.50 extra per dish) ** (plain coffee)

MONSOO N
Cafe . Dining . Lounge

£14.80  PP

73-75 May Lane, Hollywood

Birmingham, B47 5PA

t: 01564 829 200
www.monsoon.restaurant

E A T  .  D R I N K  .  R E L A X

www.monsoon.restaurant

OFFER:

MONDAY & TUESDAY 

ANY STARTER
ANY MAIN DISH*

ANY NAN OR RICE
& COFFEE**

£16.00PP

BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED

*(Fish, Lamb Shank & King Prawns £4.00 extra per dish)

** (Plain Coffee)

www.melvyndanes.co.uk
ESTABLISHED 1990

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555
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GORSEY LANE, WYTHALL
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

 
It’s a busy month with kids going back to 
school, and individuals getting ready for 
university. The roads are going to be busier, 
the mornings and evenings are going to get 
darker, but there’s still lots to look forward to. 

We can start thinking ahead, planning Halloween 
treats, bonfire parties and event starting to think 
about Christmas plans. There’s also lots of interesting 
and fun things going on locally – whether you fancy 
a ladies night, a beer and cider festival or a quiz 
night – just check out page 6 for more details. 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

Autumn is 
approaching…
Welcome to the September edition
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ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT
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local events

Rolling Back 
The Years            
25-26 September, Core 
Theatre, Solihull  
Enjoy this slick, fast 

moving and vibrant show, 

bringing you some of 

the greatest songs ever 

written, performed by a 

cast of world class singers 

and dancers. Re-live the 

fantastic sounds of the 50s, 

60s and 70s presented in 

the unique ‘Timeless’ style. 

Tickets: 0121 704 6962. 

Quiz Night              
29 September, 7.30pm, 
Knowle Village Hall.         
Tickets are £8 per person 
and teams can be no more 
than 6. Bring your own 
“liquid refreshments and 
nibbles” for a fun night out 
with great prizes. Contact 
01564 778163 or 01564 779898 

for tickets. All proceeds 
will go to the Village Hall 
Refurbishment Fund. 

Wythall Beer & 
Cider Festival                  
6 & 7 October, 12pm-11pm     
This annual event is back, 
raising funds for Wythall Park, 
with a choice of 20+ real 
ales and ciders alongside a 
fully-licensed bar. Live 
music and food. Only 
£2 admission. More 

information from wythall-
park.org.uk or Facebook.

Ladies Night with 
UK Pleasure Boys    
14 October, Shirley 
British Legion              
The UK Pleasure Boys are 
renowned for their talent, 
charisma, and irresistible 
charm. These professional 
entertainers are experts in 
captivating the crowd and 
creating an electrifying 
atmosphere. Tickets from 
www.tributenightpromotions.
co.uk/

Cheesy Bingo 
Party     
14 October, Land Rover 
Sports & Social Club, Solihull        
It’s like no game of bingo 
you’ve ever played before! 
There’s music, madness, 
sing-a-longs, ridiculous 
prizes, and a few surprises! 
18+ only. Tickets £14.50 
& booking fee: www.
landroversc.co.uk

community events
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 BLOCK PAVING
 PATIOS
 WALLS
 INDIAN SANDSTONE 
 RESIN BOND
 LANDSCAPING 
 PRESSURE CLEANING

ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED. FREE ESTIMATES. NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED. 14 DAY COOLING OFF

0121 340 3189 | 07827 635022 | 07770 134558
www.bradstonedriveways.co.uk | bradstonedriveways@gmail.com
Avon House, 435 Stratford Road, Shirley B90 4AA

Masters in all aspects  
of groundworks

LD_Dennetts.pdf   1   04/09/2023   09:51
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book reviews

a good read By Natasha Donovan

The Lie of the Land
by Amanda Craig
Lottie and Quentin Bredin are 
a middle-aged couple, living 
in London. Their marriage is 
crumbling because Quentin is 
a serial philanderer, for which 
Lottie partly blames herself. 
Despite belonging to what Lottie 
describes as the luckiest generation in British 
history, the couple find themselves financially 
strained and unable to afford a divorce after 
losing their jobs since the credit crunch. 
In an unconventional decision, Lottie suggests 
renting a cheap cottage in Devon and letting 
out their London house. Thus, they move to the 
countryside in a kind of antithesis of the usual 
‘escape to country story’. There they grapple 
with challenges including unwelcoming locals, 
their daughter being targeted by school bullies, 
and Lottie’s mixed-race son from a previous 
marriage, being assumed to be an immigrant. 
As the family becomes more involved with 
the local community, the novel explores the 
messiness of family life and the absurdities of 
living in contemporary Britain. Craig skilfully 
juxtaposes the metropolitan and rural worlds 
which provides some truly funny moments, but 
darker elements start to emerge, including a 
sinister secret within the cottage which is the 
reason for the exceptionally low rent.
Quentin struggles to adapt to the new lifestyle, 
frequently returning to London and his affairs. 
However, as he spends more time with his family, 
he begins to reflect on his emotional flaws and 
how they may be intertwined with his own 
upbringing.
While the narrative provides an energetic 
exploration of the darker side of countryside living 
including casual racism and hostile neighbours, 
the heart of the story lies in the evolving 
relationship between Quentin and Lottie. The 
Lie of the Land deftly captures the capacity 
for change in individuals and the multifaceted 

nature of human relationships, and endings 
which are not necessarily neat and tidy.

Town is by the Sea
by Joanne Schwartz, 
illustrated by  
Sydney Smith
This beautifully 
illustrated children’s 
book is set in a small 
coastal town. The story follows a young boy 
named Joey as he goes about his daily 
routine and reflects on the life of a miner.

Joey’s father is a coal miner who works 
deep beneath the sea, extracting coal to 
support their family. Every day, Joey imagines 
his father’s dangerous work while he enjoys 
the sunshine and plays with his friends. The 
contrast between the bright, vibrant world 
above ground and the darkness of the coal 
mine below is beautifully depicted through 
Sydney Smith’s evocative illustrations.

As Joey explores the town, he visits different 
places that hold significance for him. He goes 
to the park, where he can see the sparkling 
sea in the distance and dream about what 
lies beneath its surface. He visits the cemetery, 
where he pays respects to his ancestors who 
were also miners. And he goes to the local store, 
where his mother works, and imagines a future 
where he may have a different occupation.

Throughout the book, the reader gets a 
glimpse into Joey’s close-knit community and 
the rhythm of their lives. They come together to 
support one another and to celebrate special 
moments, like the arrival of summer. However, 
the constant presence of the sea serves as 
a reminder of the dangers faced by Joey’s 
father and the sacrifices made by the miners.

Town Is by the Sea is a poignant and 
contemplative book that explores themes 
of family, community, and the contrast 
between a child’s innocent perspective and 
the realities of a challenging occupation. 
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FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham

useful services

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West 
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional, 

reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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CALL 07974 226 558

AT THE 
FOREFRONT 
OF HEATING 
AND 
RENEWABLE 
SERVICES

GRANT SOUTHALL

Grant Smith Heating.indd   1Grant Smith Heating.indd   1 18/02/2020   11:0818/02/2020   11:08



recipe time

11  

WWW.GRANTJOHNSERVICES.CO.UK    G.SOUTHALLSERVICES@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

CALL 07974 226 558

AT THE 
FOREFRONT 
OF HEATING 
AND 
RENEWABLE 
SERVICES

GRANT SOUTHALL
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Ingredients
4 pork chops on the bone 
- about 3cm / 1.5 inches 
thick at room temperature.
1½  tbsp sunflower oil
salt and pepper 
for seasoning
Chunky Apple Sauce
450g cooking apples, 
cored and diced.
4 tbsp caster sugar
finely grated zest 1/2 lemon
2 tsp lemon juice
4 tbsp water
¼ tsp ground cinnamon 
knob of butter

Method
Preheat the oven to 200C 
/ 180C Fan / Gas mark 6.

To make the apple sauce: 
Place the chopped apples, 
lemon juice and zest, sugar, 
and water into a heavy 
based saucepan. Bring to 
the boil, stirring to dissolve 
the sugar. Reduce the 
heat and simmer for 15 
minutes, until the apples 
are tender. Add the butter 
and the cinnamon and 
beat the apples until you 
have a chunky sauce (if 
you prefer smooth, puree 
them). Remove the pan 
from the heat and cover 
to keep the sauce warm.
Pat the pork chops dry 
and season well with salt 
and pepper. Heat the 

sunflower oil in a large 
oven-proof frying pan 
over a medium-high heat, 
and fry for 3 minutes each 
side to brown them.

Transfer the pan to the 
preheated oven and roast 
the chops for 7-10 minutes, 
until cooked through. (The 
juices should run clear when 
you cut into a chop). Take 
the pan out of the oven, 
cover with foil and let the 
chops rest for a few minutes. 
Transfer the chops to a plate, 
spoon over the pan juices 
and serve with the apple 
sauce, mashed potato, 
and vegetable of choice.

Preparation time: 20-25 mins
Cooking time: 30 mins plus standing.
Serves: 4

Pork Chops with Apple saucePork Chops with Apple sauce

A perfect supper for an A perfect supper for an 
autumn eveningautumn evening
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PSYCHOLOGICAL THERAPY.
PRIVATE HEALTH CARE.

 

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? Low self esteem?  Compulsive behaviours? 
OCD? Anger management? Emotion regulation difficulties? Adolescent behavioural 

problems?  Aggressive driving? Panic attacks? Phobias? Emotional distress?
 

Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley.
Day and Evening Appointments Available

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk  
Telephone 0844 693 1282 for a 
free 15 minute telephone consultation. 
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.  
 
Approved Health Care Provider for
AXA-PPP, Aviva, BUPA, Allianz, CIGNA, Simply Health and WPA.  www.equanimitycbt.co.uk

Equanimity CBT provides Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) which is the therapy of choice in 
the NHS for common emotional, behavioural and mental health problems. It is also available 

privately and through health insurance. Corporate referrals are also accepted.

Equanimity CBT

KD_Equanimity_CBT_Mar.pdf   1   15/02/2023   11:24

Our bones are amazing: 
they provide 
structure, allow 

us to move, protect our 
brain and vital organs, and 
store essential minerals.

As we age, our bone 
density can diminish, causing 
weak, brittle bones, which 
can lead to injury.

Fortunately, you can 
preserve and even improve 
the health of your bones and 
it’s never too early or too late 
to start taking care of them.
Drink plenty of water – Drinking 
a glass of water first thing in the 
morning is an important part of 
bone health as well as overall 
health. Bones need water to 

do specific jobs, like storing 
minerals and making red blood 
cells inside the bone marrow. 
Water transports 99 percent of 
the calcium in foods you eat to 
your bones, so without proper 
hydration, you could end up 
with bone loss or osteoporosis.
Eat a Calcium-Rich Breakfast 
– Calcium is responsible for 
making bones hard and 
strong. Nearly all of our 
body’s calcium is stored in our 
bones. Choose milk, cheese 
and yogurt, fortified orange 
juice, leafy greens, almonds, 
and fatty fish like salmon.
Exercise for bone strength - 
Weight-bearing exercise can 
help strengthen bones, maintain 

bone density, and lower the 
risk for osteoporosis. This can 
include walking, running, 
dancing or any exercise where 
we’re on our feet, and also 
free weights, weight machines 
or bodyweight exercises.
Posture - Practicing good 
posture cuts down on the 
wear and tear on joints and 
reduces stress on our muscles 
and ligaments. We should 
focus on our posture both 
when walking or standing, 
and when sitting in a chair.

Bone Up on Bone Health
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useful services

Bathing a problem? We can help

• Easy accessible wet room showering

• Rapid bath out walk-in shower conversions

• Back to a warm deep soak with a walk-in bath

•  Making bathing safer with simple changes;  
Grab rails, shower seats, raised WCs & slip resistant 
safety flooring 

•  Council (DFG), SSAFA and charity grants quotes 
available

• Discounts for over 60s and ex-service personnel

Call for our friendly advice, free survey and quote

info@ahminstallations.co.uk www.ahminstallations.co.uk
*Terms and conditions apply. 

01564 336918

AHM is rated Excellent

FREE*
Mirrored 

cabinet or 
high raised 

toilet with any 
full bathroom 

installation
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Carl Bishton
Carpenter & Joiner
All aspects of bespoke 
joinery supplied and fitted

All interior and 
exterior carpentry

Please call me to arrange
a quotation
Tel: 01564 822811
Mobile: 07810 373899
Email: c-bishton@sky.com

• Doors
• Window Frames
• Staircases
•  Cabinets, Bookcases 
 and much more

• Skirting, Architrave
• Loft Hatches
• Door Fitting
• Fitted Wardrobes
•  Complete kitchen supply &
 fitting service available
• Decking & garden buildings
 designed and fitted

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

 

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
 

Emergency
Response

time!

 guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761
We work in
Wythall, Hollywood,
Headley Heath, Druids
Heath & all surrounding
areas

answers on page 22

DENNIS
PLUMBING & HEATING

• Boiler and full central heating 
installations, including LPG.

• All boiler makes installed, Worcester, 
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm. 

• 10 years warranty available 
on some boilers.

• Breakdowns and service on 
boilers, fires and cookers.
• Power flushing service

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk
No.526189

12 year guarantee on Worcester 8000 boilers

• Vaillant approved installer
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COMPETITION

Win 2 tickets to see ACE Dance 
& Music - Unknown Realms     
24th October  
Rooted in African and contemporary culture, ACE dance and music collaborate with 
two internationally acclaimed Black male choreographers Serge Aimé Coulibaly and 
Vincent Mantsoe. Performed against dynamic multidimensional soundscapes by Andy 
Garbi and Yvan Talbot, two stunning contrasting works examine the past and present with 
consciousness and contemporary sensibility, six dancers rise from the ashes with powerful 
explosive dance that uncovers the rich history of lives lived; memories, human struggle and 
people letting go…

How to enter  
For your chance to win, email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com with the subject line ACE. The winner 
will be notified by email after the closing date of 30 September 2023. There is no cash value nor 
exchanges for the prize. 
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puzzle time

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

cluescrossword

answer on page 22

answer on page 22



creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk

Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

Hollywood Chiropody 1/2 page.indd   1 30/10/2019   12:58
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useful numbers

mindbenders
from page 17

Suduko Solution
from page 20

Crossword Solution
from page 20

Health
NHS non-emergency 		 111
Wychall Lane Surgery		 0121 628 2345
Hollywood Medical Practice		 01564 822642
Hollyoaks Medical Centre		 01564 823182

Council 
Bromsgrove District Council  
(main switchboard)  		 01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council  
(emergency out of hours) 		 01527 871565

Utilities
Electricity power cut 		 105
Gas leak 		 0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(supply & emergencies)	 0800 783 4444

Travel 
National Rail Enquiries 		 03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire 		 0345 646 0707

local police contact
for wythall & hollywood
Telephone: 101

WYTHALL PARISH COUNCIL	
01564 823149
WYTHALL COMMUNITY  

ASSOCIATION	
01564 823 281 
office@wythall-park.org.uk

ADVERTISE IN 
THIS PUBLICATION

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact Zoe Reece 
on 07557 220585 / 

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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WINDOWS  |  DOORS  |  CONSERVATORIES  |  ORANGERIES  |  PORCHES  |  GARAGE DOORS  |  FASCIAS & SOFFITS

www.finesse-windows.co.uk

 FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION & QUOTATION

39 Melchett Rd,  
Kings Norton, Birmingham, 
B30 3HP 

0121 514 5270 

What is value for money?
At Finesse Windows its...

The
RIGHT
solution
for you 

•  NO FALSE PRICE GIMMICKS OR HARD SALES TECHNIQUES

•  FULLY CERTIFIED INSTALLATION TEAM

•   1-to-1 CUSTOMER SERVICE OVER YOUR COMPREHENSIVE  
10 YEAR WARRANTY & INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE

• THE BEST WINDOWS & DOORS COMPANY IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Installed
RIGHT

every time

At the
RIGHT
price

Tens of  
Thousands of  

Local Customers 
can’t be 

WRONG

AT FINESSE WE DO IT RIGHT Open Weekdays 9am to 5pm 
(Thursday till 7pm),  
Saturdays 10am to 4pm,
& Sunday 9am to 11am 



Lawns do wonders for our wellbeing. That’s why 
we’ve devised three programmes of year-round 

treatments to keep your grass a cut above.

From controlling weeds to bringing
out the green, we’ll help you to look  
after the lawn that looks after you.

Discover more at  
greenthumb.co.uk
Solihull branch - 0121 705 6395 
solihull@greenthumb.co.ukScan here


